
By Rebekah Parker 
 

A 
ndré Chollat is a familiar face to the 
Historians with the numerous hours he and 
his wife Anne have donated to the 
organization, particularly in its garden. 

 
 In 1997, the Historians raised their one-storey 
building to include space for the museum. The original 
plan called for an English lawn in the backyard. When 
André and long-time volunteer Eric Lawson began to 
examine a second building on the property to prepare 
for its demolition, they soon discovered the historical 
value it held, with artifacts hidden in the walls and a 
story behind its construction by logger Bert Higgins 
and islander Charles MacNeill in 1948. André 

advocated for 
preserving “Higgins 
Cottage”, and 
developed a new 
plan for the lawn. 
To connect the 
cottage to the main 
bui lding,  he 
designed a trellised 
walkway featuring 
the climbing Chevy 
Chase rose. The 
garden also features 
plants from other 
parts of the island, 
such as a maple tree 
transplanted from 
Bowen Court. 

 

 Gardening was a natural choice for André as a 
career. Growing up as a boy in the town of Vienne in 
southeastern France, working outside was a perfect fit, 
although, as he says “it was not my decision!” His 
godfather suggested to his family that he attend the 
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The drive to create something special 
A conversation with landscape designer André Chollat  

 

Flash! The People, Plants and Places management team has 

recommended  that the popular tour be scheduled for 
alternate years. The two sponsoring organizations, the 
Bowen Island Historians and the Bowen Island Memorial 
Garden Society, have agreed, feeling that doing that would be 
instrumental in maintaining the high quality of the unique 
island event.  Tour fans can look forward to 2012 when 
the PPP will be a major July highlight.  Meanwhile, islanders 
are encouraged to suggest unusual gardens or homes of 
architectural interest.                                      – Lois Meyers-Carter 

School of Agriculture in Lyon since he enjoyed being 
outdoors, and it would be a good channel for his energy. 
André finished his degree at the top of his class, and was 
planning on becoming a landscape architect when he was 
summoned for mandatory military service.  
 

Continued on p.3 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
Rob and Lynn Forbes • Mary and 
Haig Farris • Mary Ann and Frits de 

Vries • Peter and Marja Liisa Ross • 

Janet Le Roy • Dee MacCarthy  
 

THANK YOU FOR DONATIONS 
Janet Le Roy • Dee MacCarthy • 
Bud and Nan Massender • Hank 

Strubin • Stella Meal • Bruce and 

Dorene Russell • Anne Thompson • 
Richard and Lana Underhill • Jean 

Cleator • Terry Rollins • Mike and 

Mary Shields • Kelly Smith and 
Berni Claus • Linda Hargrave • 

Joan Anderson • Ed and Penny 

Moul • Rondi and Dorothy Dike • 
Marlene Mather • Andrew Todd, 

Heather Hodson and Neela Todd • 

Cyril Burrill • Wolfgang Duntz • 
Leanne Laudrum and Brian 

Biddlecomb • Bill and Helen 

Weatherall • Sue Bell • Lois 

Meyers—Carter • Ian Henley • 
Harriet Thompson • Robert and 

Becky Turner • Irene Wanless • 

Marguerite Ford • Jim and Nancy 
Dorman • Penelope Williams • 

Bowen Island Arts Council • West 

Vancouver Historical Society 

� The Historians successfully participated 

in the December 5 Christmas Craft Fair at 

the Community School. Among the offerings 

were the lovely Bowen picture book, 

Reflections, as well as copies of the ever 

useful history Bowen Island: 1872-1972. Of 

added interest were framed historical 

photographs, heritage pamphlets, Bowen 

publications and even a selection of Teddy 

Bears needing new homes. Many thanks to 

the sales team, Lois Meyers-Carter and Leslie 

Churchland.    � Goodbye to Jacqui Parker-

Snedker: we have been honoured to have 

you on the Board for the past two years. We 

wish you well. � Welcome to new Board 

Member Rob Forbes. Rob has lived on 

Bowen with his wife Lynn and daughter 

Alexandra for 14 years. An active community 

member, the gardening, history, and music 

aficionado also volunteers for Dog Days of 

Summer.  �   
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In Memoriam 
We salute these islanders who were part of the Bowen community 
and who have disappeared from our lives this year. We remind you 
that the Archives maintain biographical files relating to Bowen 
residents. Additional material relating to these Islanders or others is 
always welcome. Contact Lois Meyers-Carter at  lbmcarter@shaw.ca  
 

We will miss: 

Olga Ruskin, January. A lively Deep Bay activist 
Janey Gudewill, March. Married at Fairweather 
Margaret Fougberg, March. Esteemed community historian 
Patricia Reid Grohne, March. Painter of colourful visions  
Joan Knight, May. A lifetime community participant 
Jeanne Robinson, May. Spider’s creative partner 
Jamie Malkin, June. Part of a pioneer Cowan family 
Evelyn “Trix” Brousson, July. A widow since 1992 
Lorne Bueckert, August. Loved and respected island physician  
Jan Koster, August. Bowen’s painting contractor 
Harry Pryke, September. Summers on Bowen and winters in Hawaii 
Jane Kibblewhite, October. Eagle Cliff summer friend 
Margaret ( Margie ) Malkin, October. A woman of great elegance  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

   
  André leading a pruning workshop in the Rileys’ orchard, March 2010. 

  Left: One of André’s landscaping projects. Photos courtesy of A. Chollat 

ARTIFACT ASSESSMENT 

Continued from p.2 

 The collection includes items that 

we have duplicates of, and that are in 

irreparably poor condition. We also have 

some items of unknown provenance, no 

known Bowen Island connection. Such items 

will likely be deaccessioned—that is, 

removed from the museum’s permanent 

collection. Deaccessioning items no longer 

suitable for the collection will, in the end, 

allow us to direct our energies into the 

proper care and maintenance of our 

permanent collection. 

 As our collection is comprised of 

donated objects with cultural significance 

(and, often, sentimental value), all of us—the 

Curator, Archival staff, and Board of 

Directors—will take great care in this 

assessment process. 

 What will happen to these objects? 

Traditionally, modes of disposal include sale, 

auction, gift, exchange—whether to other 

museums, cultural organizations or 

individuals—or destruction. The historical, 

aesthetic, social, and economic value of each 

object will be considered when determining 

an ethical method of disposal. We may 

contact the donor where possible to make 

arrangements.  

We wish you and yoursWe wish you and yoursWe wish you and yoursWe wish you and yours    
a warm, happy holidaya warm, happy holidaya warm, happy holidaya warm, happy holiday. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

   



MUSEUM NEWS: ARTIFACT ASSESSMENT 

 It’s been 13 years since we opened our museum, but we had been collecting 

historical objects related to Bowen Island well before 1997. 

 When the original group of Historians formed in 1967, they reached out to island 

residents to gather information about the early days of settlement on Bowen before the 

stories vanished. In turn, the group began receiving donations of photographs and artifacts 

from islanders who wanted to see their heritage preserved, their histories recorded. 

 And where was it all to be stored? As closets and attics were filled, it became 

obvious that the Historians would need a permanent location to keep the island’s cultural 

treasures. A 600-ft storage building was built on the property purchased with funds from 

auctions, cribbage tournaments and bridge nights. When later the collection grew too large 

for the space, the volunteers again organized a variety of fundraising events to raise the 

money needed to expand the building into the two-storey museum and archives, allowing us 

to better tell the story of our island and to showcase Bowen artifacts through themed 

museum exhibits. 

 Today, thanks to the support of community members and your generous donations, 

our permanent collection continues to grow. Now, the time has come for us to review our 

artifacts and assess the suitability of individual items for the collection.           Continued on p.4 
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  ARCHIVES NOTES 
  Dorothy’s Drag Net 

André estimates that he has worked on 

approximately 200 gardens on Bowen. 

The Legion Project: 
 It being the diamond 
anniversary year for Bowen’s 
Legion Branch #150, they want to 
do a Book on the history of our 
Legion. Researchers, Greta Smith 
and Nadyne Hindle, found 
significant gaps in the information 
that was entrusted to the archives 
by the Legion.  If you are aware of 
material…under a bed or in an 
attic…please get it to them. They 
would also be grateful for any 
information that you have locked 
away in your head, or photographs 
of especially historic moments. It is 
our Legion…let’s help contribute to 
the story. 

Volunteers: 
 One Step back – two steps 
forward.  We are losing Christine 
Firth who is moving off-island but 
we have gained two island 
weekenders as new volunteers. 
Fortunately for us Leslie Churchland 
and Carla Reed begin their 
weekends on Thursdays when they 
come in for three hours. Wouldn’t 
you like to join them?  If you have 
even a couple of hours a week on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays it would be 
a great help to us…there are all 
kinds of jobs…plenty of work for all. 
If Tuesdays and Thursdays don’t 
work for you we can arrange other 
days. 
 
 The Archives needs either 
an angel who can donate enough 
money to hire an archivist or 
someone who would like to learn 
the archives and become the 
assistant archivist with an eye to 
taking over. The present archivist 
must retire soon; … old age and 
frailty are insurmountable 
obstacles. Otherwise one day you 
will arrive to see a cheery old 
cricket at the computers. Remember 
Tythonus; he was promised 
longevity but not eternal youth.  
 

- Dorothy Lawson, Archivist 

Databases: 
While Leslie is doing a 

magnificent job of updating our 
Biographical Database, we have 
found that while we have a fair 
number of complete entries on our 
early settlers and others around 
the Union Steamship days we are 
sadly lacking in those closer to us 
in time. We don’t have a lot of the 
artists, craftsmen, architects, 
gardeners, musicians, authors, 
business people, educators and 
other well known islanders. You 
would be surprised at the number 
of requests we get that begin, “my 
grandfather, aunt, cousin, lived on 
Bowen…can you tell me anything 
about them”? We would welcome 
information, photographs and 
suggestions of names of those 
whom you would like to remember 
in Bowen’s story. We would like to 
have a word portrait of everyone 
that has ever lived on Bowen. 

 
Do We Have You?  When did 

you come to Bowen? From where? 
Who is in your family? 

 
What do they do? What are 

they interested in? We would be 
glad to supply you with some 
forms that might help you…Just let 
us know.  

 

ANDRÉ CHOLLAT 
continued from p.1 

 
As part of les Chasseurs Alpins infantry 
from 1960-1962, André trained for 
combat in the mountains for the 
required year, but found himself 
deployed to Algeria for an extra year 
before he completed his service. He 
remembers those years as being 
challenging, living in circumstances 
where nothing was certain. After 
returning to France, André became 
frustrated with the lack of creativity in 
his job placements at nurseries and 
companies producing tropical plants, 
so he began his own business. After 
seven years of prosperous business,  

w h e n  a 
colleague The 
two drove 
across Canada 
in March 1970, 
and were 
shocked by the 
contrast of the  
-40⁰C weather 
in Montreal 
a nd  t h e 
rhododendrons 
blooming in 
Vancouver. 
 
 

V 
ancouver provided 
André with many job 
opportunities, from 
working at VanDusen 

Botanical Garden when it first opened, 
to working for the French CBC for 30 
years as a researcher and radio host. 
He also worked on many private 
gardens in Shaughnessy. He recalls, 
“The amusing thing was, on 32nd 
Avenue, at one time I started one 
property, I was asked by a second 
person to do something, and I ended 
up doing seven gardens side by side. 
So they wanted to call it Chollat 
Street!” VanDusen was a particularly 
memorable job as it was where André 
met his wife Anne, a French geologist 
who was interested in learning more 
about gardening. After a co-worker 
suggested they talk, “Instead of 
convincing her that she should go into 
the field of gardening, we ended up 
getting married!” laughs André.  
 
 Eventually the couple decided 
they wanted more space. Anne wanted 
to stay around Vancouver and near 
the water, so Bowen was a natural 
choice for them. Their property was 
not the traditional cottage their real 
estate agent was used to selling: an 
overgrown 5-acre lot on the west side 
of the island where André could 
experiment with plants.  

 There was plenty of work for 
André on island; he estimates that he 
has worked on over 200 properties 
on the island over the years. One 
project at Hood Point involved over 
5000 plants. After 52 years as a 
professional gardener, André 
“retired” last year, although he is still 
finishing a few projects. André enjoys 
being able to use his creativity while 
planning and adapting a garden he 
designs, as he plants and maintains it. 
He also values having a good 
relationship with the clients he 
works with, ensuring that the garden 
is designed with their living patterns 
in mind.  He feels it is important to 
maintain a relationship between the 
old and the new, recognizing the 
heritage of a site while updating it. 
 
 André’s advice to those 

trying to figure out their career paths 

is to not worry about money; do 

something that you enjoy. “You have 

to have a code of ethics to respect 

yourself and to respect what you do.”  

he decided to leave France and visited 
the Canadian consulate in Marseilles 
on a whim. The consul suggested he  
move to the west coast to seek out a  
landscaping job. Not long after, André 
found himself in Montreal.  
 
 Learning English while 
working in Montreal, André worked 
on gardens at the Fairmont Queen 
Elizabeth Hotel, as well as designing 
the green space around Place Ville-
Marie for pubs, stores, and malls. 
Much of the work involved artificial 
landscaping for a company that used 
plastic flowers and plants. André 
found the boss rather unpleasant, so  
w  

 

Enjoying the Bowfest 

Parade, August 2007. 

 

Inspiration comes from many sources, 

but André emphasizes the importance of 

landscaping that is designed to suit the 

site’s surroundings, while meeting the 

owner’s functional needs and allowing 

the plants to grow well. 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 
A special thank you to our 
membership for your ongoing 
support and many generous 
donations this year. We are 
fortunate to have such dedicated 
volunteers. Thank you sincerely. 
Our curator, Heather Joan Tam, 
has stuck with us through good 
and not so good times. Thank you 
Heather. Lastly, I wish you all a 
very Merry Christmas and good 
fortune in 2011. 
 
- T. Beverly J. Underhill, President  


